
           Member Jurisdictions: 
Cities of Corvallis, Philomath, Adair Village, Benton County and Oregon Department of Transportation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy Board Meeting 
Wednesday,  November 18, 2020 

3:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83376574814 

Phone: 1-669-900-6833 
Meeting ID: 833 7657 4814 

Password: 2020 
 

AGENDA 
 

1)  3:30 Call to Order and Agenda Review 
 

Chair, 
Barbara Bull 

 
2)  3:35 Public Comments 

 
Chair 

 
3)  3:40 Minutes of October 14, 2020 Meeting  (Attachment A) 

 
ACTION: Decision on Minutes  
 

Chair 

4)  3:45 Revisions to TIP/STIP Amendment Policy (Attachment B) 
The last update to the TIP/STIP Amendment Policy took place in 
October 2018. Staff is proposing additional clarifying language be 
added to the policy going forward. 
 
ACTION: Consensus on approval 
 

Meltzer/ 
Dobrinich 

5)  4:10 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Update 
Discussion on Regional Transportation Plan update process and 
Corvallis Albany Lebanon Model (CALM) 
 
ACTION: Discussion only 
 

Nick Meltzer 

6)  4:30 Letter to Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) on FY2024-27 
STIP Funding Scenarios (Attachment C) 
Review and discussion on draft letter to OTC on FY2024-27 STIP 
funding scenarios 
 
ACTION: Discussion only 
 

All 

7)  4:45 Legislative and Membership Update 
Update on federal transportation funding outlook, and discussion on 
Policy Board changes due to recent local elections 

 
ACTION: Discussion only 
 

Nick Meltzer 

8)  5:15 Jurisdictional Updates All 

CORVALLIS AREA 
Metropolitan Planning Organization  

777 NW 9th Street, Suite 204C; Corvallis, Oregon 97330 
 541-758-1911 | nmeltzer@ocwcog.org 

    
 www.CorvallisAreaMPO.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83376574814


  
9)  5:30 Adjournment  

Next Meeting: December 9th, 2020 at 3:30 PM 
 

Chair 
 

Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you will need any special 
accommodations, please contact Emma Chavez at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. Emma 

can be reached at 541-924-8405. TTY/TTD 711 



CORVALLIS AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
POLICY BOARD REMOTE MEETING 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 
3:30 – 5:30 pm 

Remote via Zoom 

Members Attending: Barbara Bull, Pat Malone, Alan Rowe, and Eric Niemann 
Alternate Members: James Feldmann, and Greg Gescher 
Guest: Tim Bates  
OCWCOG Staff: Steve Dobrinich, Nick Meltzer, and Emma Chavez 

TOPIC DISCUSSION DECISION / CONCLUSION 

1. Call to Order and Agenda
Review

Meeting called to order at 
3:34 pm. Members 
introduced themselves.  

2. Public Comments There were no public 
comments.  

3. Minutes of September 9,
2020 meetings

Commissioner Pat Malone moved to approve the minutes as written. 
Councilor Allen Rowe seconded.  

Consensus to approve the 
September 9, 2020 
meeting minutes as 
presented. 

4. TIP Amendments Staff Nick Meltzer advised that there are four transit TIP amendments 
and one amendment on Highway 20. He stated that staff Steve 
Dobrinich will review the transit projects and that Tim Bates with the 
City of Corvallis was present for any questions from Board members.  
Meltzer went on to advise that federal funds to the MPO must be 
included on federal and state documents. Currently, the city of 
Corvallis is rearranging its transit funds due to the CARES funds 
received.   

I. K22111 (Corvallis Transit –Preventative Maintenance 2020)
Project Description: FTA grant program 5307 for preventative
maintenance. 
Amendment Description: 
Amendment 1 –Slip project to the 2021-24 STIP (Approved by 
CAMPO staff as an adjustment)  

Consensus to approve the 
TIP Amendments as 
presented. 
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Amendment 2 –Change funding amount from a total of $420,000 to a 
total of $312,238 ($249,790 in Federal funds and $62,448 local 
match). Changes will take place after the new STIP is active (Oct. 1) 
and the amendment has been approved by the CAMPO Policy Board.  
 
II.K22109 Corvallis Transit –Annual Operation 2020 
Project Description: FTA grant program 5307 for transit operations. 
Current total project cost $4,129,676.00.  
Amendment Description:  
Amendment 1 –Slip project to the 2021-24 STIP (Approved by 
CAMPO staff as an adjustment)  
Amendment 2 –Cancel project. Cancel will take place after the new 
STIP is active (Oct. 1).  
 
III.STIP Key TBD Corvallis Transit –Purchase Two Battery Electric 
Buses 
Project Description: Purchase two Battery Electric Buses that will 
replace two CTS biodiesel buses that have reached their useful lives. 
Total Project Cost: $1,850,000 (Federal Match: $1,480,000, Local 
Match: $370,000). 
Amendment Description: New project using reprogrammed operations 
funding previously allocated to K22109. New project will be added 
after new STIP is active (Oct 1) and the amendment has been 
approved by the CAMPO Policy Board. 
 
IV.STIP Key TBD Corvallis Transit – Bus Charging Equipment 
Purchase, Project Administration for Battery Electric Buses 
Project, and Construction of Bus Charging Facilities 
 
Project Description: Two chargers, with the ability to pair the chargers, 
will be purchased. Project Administration will be done by a third-party 
contractor, who will be determined by an RFP process. Construction of 
Charging Facilities will be done by the City of Corvallis Engineering 
Division at the City of Corvallis Public Works Department’s bus parking 
lot. Total Project Cost $787,000(Federal Match: $629,600, Local 

Attachment A

2



Match: $157,400). This project breaks down into three parts:  

 Bus Charging Equipment Purchase; Total Project: $140,000 
(Federal Match: $112,000 Local Match: $28,000) 

 Project Administration for Battery Electric Buses Project; Total 
Project $302,000 (Federal Match: $241,600, Local Match: 
$60,400) 

 Construction of Bus Charging Facilities; Total Project $345,000 
(Federal Match: $276,000,Local Match: $69,000) 

 
Amendment Description: New project using reprogrammed operations 
funding previously allocated to K22109. New project will be added 
after new STIP is active (Oct 1) and the amendment has been 
approved by the CAOMP Policy Board. 
 
Member Discussion:  
 
When asked to clarify the need for the amendments; Tim Bates 
advised that upon further investigation, Corvallis Transit learned that 
the Federal Transit Administration prefers CARES funding be spent on 
ongoing operations and not capital projects; as such the amendments 
are required to adjust federal documentation to reflect CTS’ annual 
apportionment will be used for the electric buses and CARES funding 
will be used for operations. Tim Bates noted that Corvallis has 
estimated the long term cost of electric buses and built in plenty of 
buffer over time to account for their purchase and use.  
 
Councilor Bull noted that there is a group of locals who have shared 
their concern about CARES fund spending and that it’s important to 
have transparency in how funds are spent. Bull reiterated what she 
understood about the amendments; “there is one source of federal 
funding already, and now there are CARES funds. The city will use its 
regular funds for the electric buses, and will backfill with CARES funds 
at the request of the feds.” To this, Bates noted the understanding to 
be correct.  
 
Councilor Bull went on to note that she and other councilors have 
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been asked about the need for COVID-19 testing in the community. 
OSU students were noted as a large transit riding population who may 
need to be tested in order to prevent the spread. She also stated that 
city staff advised that there is a fine line of what CARES funds must be 
spent on and testing is not one of them. There was however, a 
suggestion to test drivers and Councilor Bull wondered if this was 
possible. To this, Bates responded that drivers are contracted and the 
contractor has their own testing done outside of the City of Corvallis.  
 
Commissioner Malone noted that a year ago, there were only four 
manufactures for electric buses, it was expensive to have large 
stations, and they were only good for specific buses. He asked if this 
had changed. Bates noted that the City’s plan is to order the buses 
and work on the infrastructure while the buses are being built. By the 
time the buses are completed, all else should be in place.  
 
Councilor Bull asked if there were other ways to leverage the 
expenditure to benefit the region and other transit providers who may 
be looking at electric buses. Bates advised that it’s possible, however, 
distance must be taken into consideration. He noted that the Linn-
Benton Loop may be a good example of what could work since it 
already loops from Albany to Corvallis. He stated that it’s a good idea 
but there may not be other transit services close enough. Councilor 
Bull asked for this to be kept in mind as she sees that it would be 
beneficial in the future.  
 
When asked about the timeline; Bates noted that the amendments 
need Board approval so they can be added into the STIP and the city 
can then order the buses.  
 
Consensus by the Board to approve TIP amendments I-IV.  
 
V. K21191 US20: Safety upgrades (Albany to Corvallis)  
Project Description: Various safety improvements to include: widened 
shoulders, median acceleration lanes, buffered turn lanes, rumble 
strips.  
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Amendment Description: Split K21191 to new project, increase 21191 
engineering cost (engineering for both projects will be done in 21191), 
slip $2,661,200 to right of way and utility phases in newly created 
project (Key Number TBD), slip $4 million to construction phase of 
newly created project. 
 
The newly created project splits safety improvements taking place 
along US20 between Conifer Blvd and Merloy Ave from the rest of the 
corridor. Construction on this segment will take place later than the 
rest of the corridor. Project delivery will take place in the area with 
higher crash rates and fewer ROW impacts first and then move on to 
the next highest priority. 
 
Total project cost remains $28,197,600. 
 
Consensus to approve TIP Amendment V as presented.  
 
Members held a discussion on the Corvallis to Albany bike path. 
Commissioner Malone advised that the path will be done in sections, 
and that ODOT has agreed to pay for a section of the path. There is a 
concern however, that if ODOT gets the right-of-way and later on the 
county needs more right-of-way; the process becomes difficult. On a 
related note; Adair Village is expanding and developers are open to 
creating paths to the new developments.  

5. Feedback on 2024-2027 
STIP Funding Scenarios 

James Feldmann with ODOT provided an update on the FY 2024-27 
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funding scenarios. 
Members received a handout of the STIP power point. Feldman gave 
an overview of STIP engagement which includes; advisory committee 
discussion on funding scenarios, online open houses, webinars, and 
encouraging stakeholders to weigh in through letters to the OTC.  
 
Feldmann advised that there are three priority areas (equity, modern 
transportation system, and sufficient and reliable funding) and six 
funding categories (enhance highway, fix-it, safety, non-highway, local 
programs, and other functions). He reviewed those with members and 
then reviewed five different scenarios (adjusted baseline, enhance, 

Staff to draft a letter for 
members to review via 
email before submitting.  

Attachment A

5



non-highway, non-highway/safety, and fix-it), noting that local 
programs, ADA, and other functions have fixed amount of funds.  
 
Member Feedback: 
 
Councilor Alan Rowe asked if there is any projection on federal 
infrastructure improvements, Feldmann noted that Fast ACT was 
extended for another year. Rowe stated that a few years ago there 
was a bridge assessment completed and he wondered if those would 
be part of the fix-it budget. Feldmann advised that there is not enough 
funding to complete all of the bridge projects.  
 
Councilor Bull noted that there is still tension on sustainability. 
Feldmann responded that there is a new climate office that will 
address those concerns better. For the STIP process, ODOT is trying 
to receive feedback on how much funding should go into each bucket.  
 
Meltzer advised that ODOT is using the five scenarios and will apply 
the climate aspect. He went on to state that it’s up to Board members 
if they would like to submit a joint letter, or comment but are not 
required to do so. He went on to note that CAMPO provided a letter to 
the OTC for support on more bicycle and pedestrian funds and the 
CWACT provided a letter stating that the way this information was 
being submitted was confusing and that often times there are projects 
that fall under various categories.  
 
Councilor Bull questioned what the priority is at the State level and if 
there is an opportunity to prioritize at the region level after the State. 
To this, Meltzer advised that her feedback is similar to what the 
CWACT expressed. The CWACT asked to be given a pot of money 
and then the region can decide how to spend it. Meltzer stated that 
CAMPO could submit a similar letter.   

6. Review and Adoption of 
Title VI Plan 

Dobrinich noted that the presented draft is similar to what members 
saw in September with some minor updates. Dobrinich moved on to 
review the Plan with members, noting that if the Board doesn’t have 
any significant changes, they could approve the Plan today.  

Consensus to approve the 
Title VI Plan as discussed 
and with a separate 
chapter on environmental 
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Reviewed Updates: 

 Chapter 1 – updated the map to add details on 
bicycle/pedestrian facilities   

 Chapter 3 –FHWA suggested splitting Title VI and 
Environmental Justice (currently covered in chapter 3) into two 
separate chapter. The suggestion came because Title VI is a 
requirement while environmental justice is a best practice 
approach. Staff can either split the two within the existing 
chapter or create a new chapter dedicated to Environmental 
Justice. Board members supported creating a new chapter for 
Environmental Justice using relevant content currently in 
chapter 3. 

 Chapter 4 – added AAMPO on each of the demographic tables 
for comparison. Will also change language in the tables from 
“Corvallis Area MPO” to “Corvallis Urbanized Area” to match 
census. 

 
Dobrinich moved on to give a brief review of the appendices.  
 
Councilor Bull stated that there may be opportunity for the COG to be 
a resource to the Region when it comes to Title VI requirements.   
 
Meltzer read the resolution for members.   

justice. The updated Plan 
will become the agency’s 
official Title VI Plan after 
the conclusion of the 
public comment period, 
scheduled to end on 
October 28. 

7. Review of Public 
Participation Plan 

Dobrinich reported that at the last meeting, staff reviewed the outline 
for the Public Participation Plan (PPP), and that at this meeting he 
would be reviewing the draft Plan itself. He also advised that the TAC 
had reviewed and provided comments that he would be noting as he 
reviewed the Plan. Dobrinich noted that with a 45-day public comment 
period he hoped to have the Policy Board adopt the Plan during the 
December meeting. 
 
Dobrinich provided the following overview of the draft Plan: 

 Chapter 1: Introduces the PPP 

 Chapter 2: Provides an overview of CAMPO’s role and 
responsibilities, governance, and membership. Outlines 
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CAMPO’s goals and objectives for public involvement. The 
Policy Board paused on page six to provide input on the 
CAMPO goal statement and Objective #5. Board members 
preferred the word “interested parties” to “stakeholders” and 
agreed with other edits noted in the meeting packet.  

 Chapter 3: Provides details on CAMPO’s public participation 
procedures starting with “ongoing activities” on page 7. These 
ongoing activities are the baseline for public engagement and 
apply to all regular CAMPO activities. Dobrinich then described 
public outreach activities related to Plan and Program updates 
starting on page 8. These activities apply to long-range 
planning activities including the development of the CAMPO 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and other special studies. 
Dobrinich then provided an overview of the role of the CAMPO 
Policy Board and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) with 
respect to public participation.  

 Chapter 4: Focuses on engagement activities related to 
specific communities and organizations in the CAMPO 
planning area. 

 Chapter 5: Successful evaluation of the CAMPO Public 
Participation Plan requires tracking outreach activities. This 
chapter outlines potential public involvement tools as well as 
tracking efforts and evaluation criteria. 

 Appendix C: Provides additional guidance for public 
involvement during the development of the RTP, TIP and Title 
VI Plan. Appendix C was designed to build on content covered 
in Chapter 3 and serve as a checklist when engaging in these 
activities. 

 
Member Feedback: 

 Use word “interested parties”  

 Have more detailed information on public involvement 
procedures 

 Add info about using the City of Corvallis’ electronic outreach, 
Corvallis School District feedback outlets, and Facebook 
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advertising into the list of suggested engagement options 

 Add open house  

 Look at different ways to announce public comment period   

8. Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) Update 

 Due to time constraint, 
this agenda item will be 
discussed at the 
November meeting.  

9. Jurisdictional Updates - Reschedule November Meeting (falls on Veterans Day) 
Members agreed to meet on Wednesday, November 18th.  
 
- CAMPO Staff Report  
There will be a bikeshare survey going out next week asking the public 
what they want from a new system. COG is still working on removing 
bike stations. COG had paid Zagster upfront for the year. When 
COVID hit, Zagster closed and then in June announced they weren’t 
reopening. Since then, staff heard that Zagster has filled for 
bankruptcy.  
 
- Circle Boulevard Road Diet  
Will be finalized soon. Need to place the loops and put them back on 
more efficient timing. Should be wrapped up this weekend. Did pre 
counts, will do post counts. Biggest concern to neighborhoods is, the 
possibility of people cutting through the neighborhood. Will put 
together a review and will share it with the city council.   

 

10. Adjournment  Meeting adjourned at 5:46 
pm.  
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MEMORANDUM 

Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 

777 NW 9th Street, Suite 204C  

Corvallis, Oregon 97330 

Cities of Corvallis, Philomath, Adair Village, Benton County and Oregon Department of Transportation 

Staff Contact: Steve Dobrinich, sdobrinich@ocwcog.org, 541-223-7040 

www.CorvallisAreaMPO.org 

Date: October 19th, 2020 
To: CAMPO Policy Board & Technical Advisory Committee 

From: Steve Dobrinich, CAMPO Staff 
Re: Revisions to the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program Amendment 

Policy 

Purpose 

The purpose of this memorandum is to outline proposed revisions to the Metropolitan Transportation 

Improvement Program (MTIP) Amendment Policy. The Amendment Policy describes the process by 

which changes to projects programmed in the Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(CAMPO) MTIP take place 

Background 

While the text in the CAMPO MTIP changes very little during the life of the document, the projects 

programmed within the MTIP are regularly amended, revised, split, canceled, etc. These projects 

include infrastructure construction projects, capital purchases, plan development, engineering activities, 

outreach programs, and others. Incorporating changes into the MTIP and Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Program (STIP) is essential to project delivery and must be completed before revising 

intergovernmental agreements (IGAs) and executing fund transfers. 

Project changes must be approved by the MPO before they can be incorporated into the MTIP and the 

STIP. The MTIP is maintained by CAMPO and cross-referenced to match the STIP, which is 

maintained by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT). ODOT, FTA, and FHWA have a 

separate policy agreement on how STIP amendments take place. 

The proposed revisions to the Amendment Policy seek to clarify approval authority by adding several 

new potential MTIP actions to the approval authority matrix and designating the actions as one of three 

types of MTIP changes (full amendment, administrative amendment, or adjustment). Further revisions 

to the Amendment Policy focus on providing additional clarifying language where necessary. 

A revised version of the MTIP Amendment Policy is included as an attachment to this memo. Track 

changes were used to highlight revisions currently being considered.  

Public Involvement 

A 14-day public comment period will be open from November 19 to December 2. Policy Board approval 

(pending the close of the comment period) will be requested at the November 18 meeting. 

Action Recommended 

For the TAC: 

 Provide feedback to staff

 Make an adoption recommendation to the Policy Board
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For the Policy Board: 

 Provide feedback to staff

 Consider Amendment Policy revisions for approval

Attachments 

 Revised version of CAMPO MTIP Amendment Policy

 Resolution 2020-03 to amend CAMPO MTIP Amendment Policy (Included in Policy Board

meeting packet only)
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RESOLUTION No. 2020-03 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF APPROVING THE CORVALLIS AREA 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CAMPO) 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTAITON IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

(MTIP) AMENDMENT POLICY 

WHEREAS, the Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) has been 

designated by the State of Oregon as the official Metropolitan Planning Organization for the 

Corvallis area; and 

WHEREAS, the CAMPO Policy Board, consisting of officials from Adair Village, Corvallis, 

Philomath, Benton County, and ODOT, holds MPO decision making authority; and 

WHEREAS, federal regulations require that transportation projects using several categories of 

federal funds be included in a Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP); and 

WHEREAS, 23 CFR §450.324(b) requires that the MTIP be updated every four years, and be 

kept current to reflect decisions regarding the programming of federal funds; and 

WHEREAS, a 14-day public comment period will be held in order to provide reasonable 

opportunities for review and comment on the proposed revisions to the CAMPO MTIP 

amendment policy; and 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions to the CAMPO MTIP amendment policy will not be considered 

officially active until after the successful completion of the public comment period in which any 

substantial comments are brought before the Policy Board and addressed by CAMPO staff, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the CAMPO Policy Board approves the 

Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program Amendment Policy, as set forth in the 

attached document. 

Dated this 18th day of November 2020 

APPROVED: 

By: _________________________________ 

Barbara Bull, Chair 

City of Corvallis 

ATTESTED: 

By: _________________________________ 

Nicholas Meltzer, P.E., MPO Manager 

Corvallis Area MPO 
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Corvallis Area MPO Policy on Amending Metropolitan Transportation Improvement 

Program 
Written 20 September, 2018 

Updated October 20, 2018 

Updated October 19, 2020 

Purpose and Background 

The purpose of this document is to describe the process by which changes to projects 

programmed in the Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) Metropolitan 

Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) take place. 

While the text in the CAMPO MTIP changes very little during the life of the document, the 

projects programmed within the MTIP are regularly amended, revised, split, canceled, etc. These 

projects include infrastructure construction projects, capital purchases, plan development, 

engineering activities, outreach programs, and others. Incorporating changes into the MTIP and 

the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is essential to project delivery and 

must be completed before revising intergovernmental agreements (IGAs) and executing fund 

transfers. 

Project changes must be approved by the MPO before they can be incorporated into the MTIP 

and the STIP. The MTIP is maintained by CAMPO and cross-referenced to match the STIP, 

which is maintained by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT). ODOT, FTA, and 

FHWA have a separate policy agreement on how STIP amendments take place.  

Types of Changes 

There are three types of MTIP changes processed by the MPO: full amendments, administrative 

amendments and adjustments. Full amendments require the greatest level of scrutiny including 

communicating basic project information to the Policy Board and the provision of a public 

comment period. Administrative amendments are largely handled by the Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC). CAMPO staff has the authority to approve adjustments and informs the TAC 

as appropriate.  A full description of the procedures associated with the three types of MTIP 

changes is included later in this document. 

The table below lists a number of potential MTIP actions and illustrates whether they require a 

full amendment, administrative amendment, or an adjustment. 

CAMPO will process amendments to the approved Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

through one of the following procedures. The goal of this procedure is to balance efficiency of 

process with suitable public engagement. 

Type of Change Full Amendment Administrative 

Amendment 

Adjustment 

If it is NOT in the MTIP 

Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline

Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline
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1. Planning Grant or Project (i.e. non-

construction) less than $100,000 
  X 

2. Planning Grant or Project (i.e. non-

construction) more than $100,000 
 X  

3. Adding a project with previously identified 

funding, that has already had public 

engagement 

  X 

4. Adding a project with previously identified 

funding, that has not had public engagement 
 X  

5. Adding a federally funded project using 

MTIP dollars 
X   

If it is ALREADY in the MTIP    

6. Cancelling a federally funded, and 

regionally significant project 
X   

7. Advancing or delaying a project by one 

year, or a cost overrun of less than 510% 

involving MTIP dollars 

  X 

8. Advancing or delaying a project by more 

than one year, or cost overruns between 

510% and 20% involving MTIP dollars 

 X  

9. Cost overruns more than 20% involving 

MTIP dollars 
X   

10. Scope changes including extension or 

shortening of a project 
X   

11. Combining of two projects into one, or 

separating of one project into two 
 X  

12. Moving allocated funds between phases of 

the same project (e.g. moving funds from 

UR to RW) 

  X 

12.13. Advancing or Slipping an approved 

project/phase outside its current MTIP 
  X 

13.14. Other scenarios X X  

 

Full Amendment: Technical Advisory Committee DecidesDetermines Public Outreach 

For full amendments, the TAC will decide on the level of public engagement necessarydetermine 

if significant public outreach is necessary. At a minimum, the item will be reviewed by the TAC 

and placed on the next be a Policy Board Agenda item, which comes with public notifications 

requirements. The requirements are met by including information about the amendment on the 

Policy Board agenda and meeting packet. All CAMPO Policy Board meetings are advertised via 

CAMPO’s website and an interested parties email list a week in advance of the meeting, with the 

invitation for members of the public to attend and provide comment.  
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Additional items for consideration include a public comment period (two weeks), the holding of 

a public meeting for the specific amendment, and any other actions deemed necessary by the 

TAC. 

Administrative Amendment: Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Approval 

Project changes that have a smaller impact to the region, or CAMPO member communities, are 

classified as Administrative Amendments. They require less scrutiny and usually familiar to 

local staff members.  Administrative amendments will be brought to the Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) Meeting for their discussion and approval. Following a decision, The the 

Policy Board will be notified at their next regularly scheduled meeting. The TAC meetings are 

open to the public, and both theirwith meetings and agendas are posted distributed at least one 

week in advance. Additionally, anything projects requiring an administrative amendment will 

have likely already gone through a public process. 

If projects are on a critical schedule, input from the TAC can be given via email or telephone.  

Adjustment: Staff Approval 

Staff approves minor adjustments on behalf of the MPO, and informs the TAC Technical 

Advisory Committeeas appropriately. It is expected that with a planning project, both the TAC 

and Policy Board have been made aware of the grant proposal prior to submission, and had an 

opportunity to comment; therefore the project has preliminarily been approved. Staff adjustments 

rely on the concurrence of affected agencies rather than quorum action. 

The primary goal of incorporating staff level adjustments into the MTIP process is to minimize 

delays and improve approval turn-around times. Staff adjustments help ensure minor project 

changes move forward more quickly than otherwise possible. Delays are only necessary for those 

changes requiring a public comment period. 

Other Scenarios 

TAC either approves, or recommends full adoption. Conversation can be had over telephone 

conference if urgent. 
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Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
777 NW 9th Street, Suite 204C 
Corvallis, Oregon 97330 

Cities of Corvallis, Philomath, Adair Village, Benton County and Oregon Department of Transportation 
Staff Contact: Nick Meltzer, nmeltzer@ocwcog.org, 541-758-1911 

www.CorvallisAreaMPO.org 

Date: November 18, 2020 
To: Oregon Transportation Commission 

From: Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) Policy Board 
Re: 2024-2027 STIP Funding 

This letter is in response to an invitation by the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) to 
have a targeted discussion around funding priorities in the 2024-2027 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). We reviewed the different scenarios and 
evaluation metrics at our October meeting and offer the following input.  

The Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) is comprised of the cities of 
Corvallis, Philomath and Adair Village, and Benton County. As elected members of these 
communities, we represent the views of CAMPO. And as representatives of these communities 
that care deeply about climate change, we strongly urge the OTC to direct the Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) to invest significantly more money into walking and 
biking infrastructure. We sent a letter to this effect last December, and we remain committed to 
the message.  

The current funding scenarios outlined in the STIP presentation make it challenging to 
understand what the local implications are for each of the options, and we are confused about 
how the evaluation metrics relate to the scenarios. For example, the "Summary of Scenarios: 
Performance Relative to Another" slide appears to rank the S2: Non-Highway as the top 
performing scenario compared with others, when using ODOT's evaluation criteria. We are left 
to wonder the role of advisory committees input if the top ranked scenario is already evident.  

Scenario 2: Non-highway prioritizes funding of projects that can address our regional and 
statewide goals to reduce greenhouse gases and provide more transportation options for 
residents. However it appears to do so at the detriment of Fix-It funding. CAMPO is well aware 
of the need for preservation dollars and encourages the OTC to find ways to balance non-
highway and preservation funding needs. The cost of highway expansion far outpaces the cost 
of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, so one option could be to reduce Enhance funding and 
transfer it non-highway programming.  

In light of the above, CAMPO supports Scenario 2: Non-highway as the preferred scenario. We 
thank the OTC for seeking our input and look forward to funding options that address Oregon's 
commitment to addressing climate change.  

Sincerely, 

Barbara Bull, Corvallis City Councilor & Policy Board Chair 
Patrick Malone, Benton County Commissioner & Policy Board Vice Chair 
Eric Niemann, Philomath Mayor  
Alan Rowe, Adair Village City Councilor 
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